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PREFACE. 


I "PHE following little tract is publiſhed 
| chiefly for the Information and A- 
muſement of Strangers, whoſe Buſineſs, 


Pleaſure or Curioſity may lead them to vi- 
fit Cranbrook. 


Scarce any objetts are more reſpeRable to 
the minds of inquiſitive and ſedate perſons 
than the monumental Records of departed | 
Eminence and Virtue they have a i 
tendency to kindle in the human breaſt a | 
ſpark of Emulation, or to draw a ſolitary 


8 tear at the Remembrance of entombed Pie- 
9 ty and Excellence —— to the living they 
4 are memento mori —= they are ſilent Lec- 


tures on the tranſitory Emptineſs of earth- 

ly Grandure by a ſerious attention 
to them men are better improved, than by 5 __ 
a view of royal Galleries which exhibit te 
paintings of Angelo, Titian or Raphael. 
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BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


OF 


Cranbrook E9C. 


RANBROOK is a very large populous 

and flouriſhing Pariſh, bounded by 
thoſe of Biddenden, Benenden, Hawk- 
hurſt, Goudhurſi, Marden, Staplehurſt and 
Frittenden. It lies on the South-ſide of 
the County, in the Bailiwick of the ſeven 
Hundreds, Lath of Scray, weſt Diviſion 
of the County, and lower diviſion of Juſ- 
tices in the ſaid Lath. 


A ſmall part of the Pariſh is in the North 
Borough of the Hundred of Great Barn- 


feeld ; 


6 


"field; another little part thereof is in the 


Borough. of orden, in the Hundred of 
Barckley, and all the reſidue is in the Hun- 


dred of Cranbrook. * 


The liberty of the Dean of Canterbury 


claims over the Town and all the Den of 
Cranbrook ( as being part of the manor of 
Godmerſlam) except the George Inn, 
- which is out of that liberty, and held of 

King Charles the firſt by Knights ſervice. 


The pariſh is in the Deanry of Charing, 


and Dioceſs of Canterbury. The Parſon- 


age was anciently appropriate and belong- 


ing to the Archbiſhops of Canterbury, till 
Thomas Archbiſhop thereof in the thirty 
firſt year of the reign of Henry the eighth, 
by Grant enrolled in the Office of Aug- 
mentation, granted the fame to that King; 
and afterwards in the 33d. of * 8th. 


that King made a Grant of this Parſonage 


to the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury. 
In Mitkhouſe Stidet in this Pariſh (not 


long before the ſuppreſſion of Abbies) was 
built a Chapel, dedicated to the Holy Tri- 
nity. This Chapel at the aforeſaid ſuppreſ- 
ion was hkewiſe ſuppreſſed, and only the 


ruins of it now remain. 
„ Cranbrook 


— 


- 
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Cranbrook hath in it one Conſtable, who 
hath in his. Liberty part of Benenden, part 
of Biddenden, part of Cranbrook, part of 
Frittenden, part of Hedcorn, part of Sta- 
plehurfl, part of Hawkhurſt, and the 


Churches of Cranbrook, Friitenden and Sta- 
plehui ſt. | 


The Town of Cranbrook js ſituate on a 
healthy ſpot ; is about half a mile in length 


and contains ſeveral handſome houſes, and 


commodious Inns, the chief and moſt an- 
cient of which is the George, that having 
been a public houſe long before the reign 
of Queen Mary. The Market houſe ftands 
at the angle of two ftreets, one of which 
only 1s paved ; this pavement was begun 
in 1654, and finiſhed in 1657 ; at the ſame 
time the Market place was enlarged and 


* - 


made more convenient. 


In this Town the Flemings, encouraged 


by the munificence of King Edward the 
gd. firſt taught the art of weaving . Broad 


Cloth with variety of mixed colours. The 


royal Edward, ſenſible of the great impor- 


tance of this ſtaple commodity, granted to 
theſe induſtrious manufacturers, ſuch re- 
wards and immunities as rendered Cran- 


brook (in his auſpicious reign ) the ſeat of 


uſeful 


— 
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uſeful arts and A The number of 


broad Looms employed in this manufatto- 
ry was very great; each Loom required 


two men'and one Quill-winder, who fur- 


niſhed employment for fourteen Scriblers, 


two Sorters, two Scowerers and Dyers, 
and four Clothworkers. Ninety pound 


weight of wool was uſed per week in each 
Loom, and eighteen women were employ. 
cd in ſpinning the ſame. Each weavers 
wages at that time was about eight Shillings 
per week, and thus large ſums of money 
were weekly carned and ſpent. This ma- 
nufattory is now removed from hence into 
the northern and weſtern parts of the King- 
dom, where workmanſhip 1s 1 
a much cheaper rate than it is in this 


Here is a Free Grammar School, endow- 
eU by charter from Queen Elizabeth. 
The lands aſſigned for the ſupport of this 
inſtitution produced at firſt but a ſmall in- 


come, yet of late years they have been 


much augmented in value, The School 


houle is ſpacious, neat, and convenient 
for the reception of many boarders. Here 


is alſo, a Writing School for poor children, 
founded in 1573 by Mr. Alex: Dence. 
; TP } 4 | 
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„ 
CHURCH. 


THE. Church (of which I intend now | 


particularly to write ) is a beautiful E- 
difice, dedicated to St. Dunſtan, and ſtands 
on a riſing ground in the centre of a large 


. Its circumference by the 2 


Hutſide of the wall is 733 feet; its length 
166 feet, and its width 69 feet, The nave 
or body ( which hath a very elegant ceil- 
ing) is in hight gb feet, with fide Oe 
Proportion, 


The hight to the top df the benjemenms 
or. the Tower ( which contains eight Bells 
with muſical Chimes ) is about 7g feet, 
and to the top of the gilt ſtar over the vane, 
which is of curious workmanſhip, is near- 


* 94 feet. 0 
B „ 


( 
A great part of this Church ( which 1s 


ſuppoſed to be the moſtgancient in the 
weſtern diviſion Kbnt, and had coſt the 


_ Pariſhioners upwards of L.800 in a few 
| uly 2d. in the 


Mears) fell down on 
Vear 1125, by one of the chief "PMlars 
oiving way, i the Bell wastolling to 
prayers, 250 by that fall was made a breach 
more th; mention of go feet, which 
not only expoſed the ſtanding parts of the 
building to all inclemencies of veather, 
but left it ſo ruinous as to render it unſafe 


for the Inhabitants to aſſemble for Divine 


Worlhip. The damages occaſioned Dy 
this | Accident were eſtimated at L. 23 376 

135. 94. and through charitable contri- 
butions by Brief, they were ſo far repair- 
ed, that Divine Service was performed for 
the firſt time in the body of the Church, 
0 0 7th, 1731, by the Rev. Joſeph Di/- 


ney, then VI icar of Cranbrook. 


! 
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"Ox Sunda Auguſt the 19th, 1787, 
between the Morning and evening Service, 
an awful flaſh of. Lightning, attended with 
a tremendous clap O Thunder, was attract 
ed to the uppermoſt point of the Star over 
the Vane, from whence it deſcended by an 

iron 


611 

iron rod, ſhivered the . Ork in which 
the Vane was fixed, and threw ſeveral of 
its pieces along i ; after this demo- 
lition it confiderably damaged the ſtone 
work, paſſed next to the lead on the tow- 
er, wy deſcended through a leaden Pipe. 
on the ſouth ſide; fram —— it proceed- 
ed to the Clock-dial, tarniſhed ſome of 
the Hour- figures, and injured much of che 
wood-work; it then paſſed into the Chime- 
loft, . plintered the door in pieces, and at 
laſt TY itſelf at the caſt end of the ſouth 
Aiſle, without doing any material damage X 


to the body of the Church. 


The Clock-dial ( fince the afore menti- 
oned accident ) hath been new painted, 
and makes a very brilliant appeozance ; it 
juſtly demands the attention of the obſerve - 
er, as perhaps not one, equal to it for ſize 
and beauty, 1s to be found affixed to any 
other Church in Kent. The dial is about 
{ix feet ſquare, excluſive of the ornaments 
at the ſides, which conſiſt of carv'd work, 
re preſenting Flowers, Fruit, &c. Two 
Palm-branches, curiouſly finiſhed, adorn ' 
the Dial at the bottom, on which are the —_—_ 
Arms of the Dioceſs of Canterbury finely 
gilt. The Hour-figures, Hand, &c. 
make a ſplendid ſhew from the luſtre of 


? 
4 
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an 
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the Gold that enriches them. 


Over the whole ſtands an exquiſite Sta- 
tue of TIME, whoſe hight is upwards of 


| five feet, and all the parts are in due ſym- 


metry and proportion; the attitude is im- 
preſſive, and the Arms, the Legs, and 


particularly the Feet, bear on them a ſtrik- 
ing reſemblance of decrepid Age ; the 


Wings are on the point of expanſion and 
entirely gilt, as is alſo his forelock, the 
frame of his hour-glaſs &c. 


At the weſt ſide of the Steeple, are ſculp- 


tured the Arms of three families, ancient- 
ly eminent in this Pariſh, viz. Berham, 


ſometime owner of Siſſenhurſt; Bettenham, 
ſometime ownerof Bettenham Houſe; and 


Wilford, ſometime proprietor of Hart- 


ridge. 


Monumenta! 


La, es 


— I: on, * 


(16 
Monumental 


aß. 


N entering the Church at the liule 
ſouth door, the Eye of a Stranger is 
ſtruck with the view 4 a moſt ſuperb mar- 
ble Monument, ere&ted to the memory of 
the family of Roberts, at Glaſſenbury in 
this Pariſh, and contains a complete Pe- 
— digree from Walter, who died in or about 
1 the Year 1522, down to Fane, daughter 
of Sr. Walter Roberts, and late Dutcheſs 
of St. Albans, who died in the Year 1778. 


On the left hand of the veſtry door is a 

| {mall alabaſter Monument, finely decora- 
ted with military Enſigns, and bearing on 
a black marble tablet, an account af the 
family of E alias Roberts. The 

| firſt of them that ſettled in England was 

| William, a gentleman of Scotland, who 


Came 
AY 


( 14 ) 


came to Goudjwrſt in the year 1104, aud 


in the gd. of Henry the 1ſt. + The name 


and family + of Rodkelierſte, alias Roberts, 
continued in the Pariſh of Goudhurſt 274 
Years. In the reign of Richard the 2d. 
Stephen Roberts" came into the Pariſh of 
Cranbrook, and built a ſumptuous Houle 
on the Hill of Glaſſenbury. This family 
had remained in the Pariſh of Cranbrook, 
402 Vears, recounting from Stephen Ro- 
berts, the firſt who ſettled in it, down to 
the Dutcheſs of Sz. Albans, the laſt of * 
family. | 


In the Chancel hes buried Sr. Thomas 


Roberts, over whoſe Grave is a flat Stone 
with a braſs plate at the head of it, on 
which the following lines are engraved, 


VIZ. 


Accipe quis fuerim, Lector, primo Armi- 
ger, et mox 1 
Irenarchas, Eques, Dux, Baronettus 
eram. _ 
Aſpice jam quid ſim, tellus et pulvis et 
umbra ; 
Tantillum è tanto nunc mihi honore 
manet. p x 


Quiſquis 


(615 Ks 
Laie quis es hac mecum certus requieſcere 
note, 


Diſcedens tumuli ſis memor ipſe tul. 
In ENGLISH, 


14.11.11 . 1 Reader! 
Learn what I onde was; 
LOTT Tirlt, 

An Eſquire; then @ Juktice of the Peace, 
A Knight, a High Sheriff, and a Baronet. 

vey > Behold 

What I now am: 

Duſt, Aſhes, and a Shadow, 

| Which are now the _ 
oy Little remnants | 
'Of all my faded Honours. £4374 7 


Whoſoever thou art 
That readeit theſe Lines, 
Remember, 
Thou ſhalt certainly reſt 

With me 
In this Night of Death; 
And ee thou leaveſt 
5 | - My Tomb, 
Be mine of thy own. 
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\ Immediately alter the above Verſe, , on 
the ſame late comesthis Inſcription: 
Conditur 


———— ſ—— ͤ —4—ẽ ——— A — 


* _ 


* 


, 16 
„Conditur ſub * ad. Vir clariſſimus * 
Thomas Robertius Eques Auratus, et Ba- 
ronettus publicæ tranquillitatis ſtudioſiſſi- 
mus, ſpettabili grauitate, prudentia ſupra- 
vulgus eximia. 
Priſcæ ſimplicitatis et continentiæ tenax 
illuſtre Crambrokiæ lumen et ſtatumen, 
duxit in uxorem, quam et habuit unicam, 
Franciſcum Martini James Armigeri fili- 
am natu minimam cujus conjugali thoro 
47 annos potit us 8 liberos ex eadem, ſei- 
licet 5 filios et filias tres ſuſcepit ; Quo- 
rum quinque, g ſcil: filios, duaſque filias 
cum diletta conjuge, ſuperſtites reliquit: 
Cumque annos 67 in terris peregrinatus 
eſſet vegeta licet ſenectute, vitæ ſatur Fe- 
bruarii 21 anno poſt natum Chriſtum 1627 
mortalis corporis exuvias [pe immortal ita- | 
tis depoluit. | „„ 
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In ENGLISH, 
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Under this ſtone lies Sr. Thomas Roberts, " 
Knight and Baronet, a Man moſt dens 
of public tranquillity, and endowed (above 
the common rank ) with remarkable gra- 


vity and ſingular — 


Being tenacious of ancient ſimplicity and 
continence, an illuſtrious ornament and 


ſupport 


* 


© 1 by 
ſupport to De be married but one 
Wife, who was Frances, youngeſt Daugh- 
ter of Martin James, Eſquire ; with her 
he lived 47 Years, and had by her eight 
Children, five Sons and three Daughters; 
five Children, viz three Sons and two 
Daughters he left ſurviving with his be- 
loved Wife — when he had paſſed through 
this world a pilgrimage of 67 Years, yet 
ſtrong and lively in old age, he laid aſide 
the garment of mortality in hope of Im- 
mortality | | 


Feb: 21ſt. 1527. 


At the bottom is inſcribed as follows; 
RE 1 


* 


Non totus tumelo capitur Robertius ardto; 


Exuvius tantum continet ille leves. 
Mens ſuper aſtra abiit; vivorum in cordi- 
bus heret ; 
Ejus Amor ; volitat Fama per ora 
virum., 


IN ENGLISH. 
This 2 


narrow Grave 
contains not the wholes of 
Roberts; 
C | His 


( 18 ) 
' His mortal relicks only 
Are depolited in it. 
8 
Intellectual part is paſſed 
Above the ſtarry régions; 
The Love of him 
remains 90 
In the hearts of the living, 
while 
Their grateful lips 
Propagate his Fame. 


Near the bottom of the ſame Stone is a 
ſmall braſs plate with the following words, 


VIZ. 


Patri chariſs: deſyderatiſſimog Walterus 
Robertius filius ex ſuperſtitib: natu maxi- 
mus et heres 

V. 


Is ENGLISH, 


Walter Roberts, the oldeſt ſurviving Son 
and Heir, cauſed this Stone to be laid in 


memorial of his moſt dear and beloved 
Father. | 


SESSEHELEEHE HS 


Of 


* 


(19 
Of chis excellent family ſeveral have 
been advanced to high Honour. | 


In the reign of Henry the 7th 1489, 
Walter Roberts was High Sheriff of the 
County of Kent. | 


In the reign of Henry the 8th 1533, 
Thomas Roberts was High Sheriff of Ditto. 


In the reign of James the 1ft 1621, Sy. 
Thomas Roberts was Hrgh Sheriff, when 
Juſtice Honghton of the King's Bench, 
and Sergeant Crew held the Aﬀizes at 
Maidſtone, the 27th of February. 


...... — —U——'m . — 


Near the pillar which ſunk when part of 
the Church fell, in 1725, is a pyramidical 
Monument of the family of Bakers, at 
S:/ſenhurſt in this Pariſh, ſome of which 
were formerly High Sheriffs of this 
County. | | 


In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 1562, 
Richard Baker Eſq. of Siſſenhurſt, was 
High Sheriff when Sergeant Chomley, and 

+ C 2 the 


* 


i 
the Attorney General Gerard held the 
Aſſizes at Greenuicli. 


In the ſame reign, 1882, Richard Baker 
of Siſſenturſt was High Sheriff, when Juf- 
tice Gawdy and Sergeant Gawdy held the 
Aſſizes at Rocheſter. 


In the reign of James the 1ſt, 1604, Sr. 


Thomas Baer of Siſſenhurſt was High She- 


riff, when Juſtice Gawdy and Juſtice Da- 
nict held the Aſſizes the third week in 


Lent at Rocheſter, and July the 4th at 


Maidſtone. 


In the reign of Charles the 1ſt 1633, Sr. 
John Baker of Siſſenhurſt was High She- 
riff, when Chief Juſtice Richardſon and 
Baron Hiticham held the Aſſizes, March the 
3d at Million. 


To the above may be added another an- 
cient family reſident in this Pariſn, out of 


which was choſen High Sheriff, in the reign 


of Charles the iſt 1637, Sr. Thomas Hen- 
E | 40 


( 21 ) 
ley of Cowfhorne, when Juſtice rnb 


and Baron Weſton, held the Aſſizes the 21ſt 


of amg at Maidſtone. 


From this digreſſion we return to the 
Church. 

On a very antique Stone in the chancel 
is inlaid a ſmall piece of braſs, on which 
is engraved a repreſentation of eleven hu- 
man figures in cloſe ſucceſſion; and on 
three other pieces of braſs upon the ſame 
Stone, are ſhort inſcriptions in Saxon cha- 
racters, ſcarcely legible In the 
Church are contained divers other ſepul- 
chral memorials, worthy the notice of all 
who enter that venerable {tructure, more 
particularly the following, viz. 


That on the north ſide of the Communi- 
on Table, where is a {mall flab of black 


marble, on which are the enſuing lines. 


Richardus Fletcher ex Ebora cenſi pro- 


vincia; honeſtis parentibus natus ; a qui- 


bus Cantabrigiam miſſus bonis artibus ſeſe 


exercuit donec artium magiſter fadus eſt; 


hinc regnum ineunte Edvardo VI, in ſa— 
crum miniſterium aſſumptus eſt, a ſanctiſ- 
ſimo viro ac martyre Ni: Ridlerio - Lon- 
dinienſis Epiſcopo (ex eorum numero qui 

; tum 


| £2 | 

tum Primo pro Bi. *** eceleſſiæ re- 
formatæ, ſacris ordinibus initiati funt ) in 
cujus Dioceſi verbi miniſterio diligenter 
incubuit; poſtea temporibus Mariams cum 
. ferro et flamma evangelici peterentur, ad- 
verſa multa et vincula pertulit; ſed reſti- 
tuto evangelio, et ipſe ſacro muneri reſti- 
tutus eſt, et huic eccleſiæ Paſtor defigna- 
tus anno primo ſereniſſtmæ principis Eli- 
zabethe, hic publice verbo, privatim vita, 
predicando, pauperibus erogando, omni- 
bus conſulendo ( quantum in ipſo fuit ) in- 
teger ac bonis omnibus charus; cum per 
XXVI annos, et menſes VII huic eccle- 
ſiæ præfuiſſet, tandem ex hac vita ad cæ- 
los emigravit anno ætatis quarto, ſupra, 
ſexageſimum; fil ios ſuperſtites reliquet duos, 
quos vidit alterum theologiæ, alterum le- 
gum doQtorem, illum capellanum regium 
Decanum Petribury, nunc epiſcopum Briſ- 
toll: et regiæ majeſtatis elecmoſynarium 
ſummum: hunc eidem majeſtati ad mag- 
num Ruſſtæ imperatorem, legatum ; obiit 
mundo 12 die menſis Febr: Anno 1885. 
vivit Deo ad æternitatim. Corpus, in area 
inlerioſi, ſub proximo ſaxo reconditur. 


In ENGLISH, | 
Richard 


2 
Richard Fletcher of - 8 province of York, 
was born of honeſt Parents, and being 
{ent by them to the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, he there exercifed himſelf in the li- 
beral Sciences, till he proceeded A. M. 
Hereupon he was received in the begin- 
ning of the Reign of Edward VI. into 
the ſacred Miniſtry, by that moſt pious 
Man and Martyr, Nicholas Ridley, Biſhop 
of London, (among the number of thoſe 
who were firſt innitiated into holy Orders 
after the mode and rite of the Reformed 
Church) in whoſe Dioceſs he diligently 
applied himſelftothe miniſtry ofthe Word; 
afterwards in the days of Queen Mary, 
when the Miniſters of the Goſpel were per- 
ſecuted with Fire and Sword, he ſuffered 
many hardſhips and impriſonment; but the 
- miniſtry of the Goſpel being permitted, 
and he being reſtored to the ſacred Office, 
and being appointed paſtor to this Church 
in the firſt year of the moſt ſerene Prificeſs 
Elizabeth; he here publickly by preaching 
the word, privately by his life, by inter- 
ceeding for the poor, by good council to 
all (as much as in him lay) approved him 
ſelf upright, and dear to all good men; 
aſter having had the charge of this Church 
for XXVI Years and VII Months, he 
was tranſlated from this life to Heaven, 
| In 


3 es! wh 
in the 04th year of his age; he left two 


Sons ſurviving him, one of whom was ad- 


vanced to the degree of Doctor of Divi- 


nity, the other of Law; the former was 
Dean of Peterborough, afterwards Biſhop. - 


of Briſtol, and chief Almoner to the Queen; 
the other was appointed her Majeſty's 
Ambaſſador to the Emperor of Ruſla. 
He died to this world the 12th of Feb: 
1585, and now lives to God for ever. 


His body 1s interred in the lower area, 
under the next ſtone. ' , 


In the Veſtry, is a marble Slab fixed in 
the Wall, having the following Latin In- 


ſcription. . 
Extra hunc 
Parietem Sub tumulo 
lapides repuieſcit 
JOHANNES JOHNSON. A. A. 
Per annos ORtodecim hujus 
Eccleſiæ Paſtor; Morum caſtitate Ingehii 


acumine, interioribus et reconditis Literis 


ornatiflimus: Filius Reve rendi THOM/AZ 
FOIINSON . 


. 


'OIINSON de F x... 5 in Diæ Rof2 
mn: Vicarii, et MARIA, File Reve- 
rendi, FRANCISCI DRAYTON Chart 
\ Parve hujus Diæceſeos Redtoris. Uxo- 
rem habuit Margaretam, Filiam THOMÆ 
JENKIN de In {ala Thanet, Generoſi, 
s qua quingue Suſcepit Liberos, um 
quatuor Superllitit, 


MARGARET /E in Cunabilis 
mortuæ, 

THOMAE Londini ſep ulto, 
Alteri MARGARE TE ſiniſtra 


Patris dormienti, 
70 ANI S. T. B. de Standiſh in Com: 
Lancaſt: ReQori, Paternæ Virtutis, In- 
genii, et Eruditionis Exemplari; Cujus 
poſt. mortem cum ferè per Biennium ægrè 
Suſpiria duxifſet, animam, Spei beate 
Immortalitatis plenam, Deo reſtituit 15 
Die Dec: A. D. 1725- 

- -_ _  Mitat 4 03, 


Viz, - 


Eccleſte Anglicanæ] Maria 
Pientiſ- Pugil, Schiſmatis De- 


ima bellator, occidit. Si nw: 
Fila plura quæris, Scripta | fon : 
mortui verſato. Poſuit 


Is ENGLISH, 


4 
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On the outſide of this Wall under a ſtone 
Tomb, reſt the remains of 70 H¹EN 70H 


SON, A. M. Paſtor of this Church for 
eighteen years. Richly aderned with chaſ- 
tity of Manners, ſharpneſs of Genius and 
profound Learning. He was the Son of 
the Rev. Thomas Johnſon Vicar of Fren- 


diſbury in the Dioceſs of Rochieſter, and of 
Mary the Daughter of the Rev. Francis 
Drayion, Rector of Little Chart in this 
Dioceſs. He married Margeret, Daugh- 
ter of Thomas Jenkin, Gent. of the Ifle 
of Thanet, by whom he had five Children, 
four of whom he ſurvived, V1z. 
Margaret, who died in her Infancy ; 
Thomas, buried at London; | * 
another Margare!, ſleeping on the left 
hand of her Father, | W 
and John, S. T. B. Redtor of Standiſh 
in the County of Lanceſter, exemplary for 
paternal Virtue and Erudition, 

After being ill, almoſt two years of an 
Aſthma, he furrendered his Soul to Gop, 
with a Hope, full of a bleſſed Immortali- 
ty, the 15th day of Dec. 1725, 

Aged 63 Years, 


He died a Champion of the Engliſh Church, 
and a Conqueror of Schiſm. © 

If you would knew more, conſult the 
| Writings 


- 


RES, ” 
Writings of the Deceales. 


His pious Daughter 


Mary Johinſon, cauſed this Monument 
to be erected- 


On a decorated piece of Marble, erected 


againſt the Wall in the north Aille,, may 
be read the Wi Inſcription. 
4 


The Rev. JOSEPH DISNEY, A. M. 
Vicar of Cranbrook and Appledore; 
Son of the Rev. MATT HEW. DISNEY, 

A. M. 
Re for of Bleckly, Bucks ; ; 


died Aug, the.30, 1777.5, Aged 82: 


ny having. Bow. Io wr 
" Ref pefled as a Gentleman, 
Dilingutſhed as a Scholar; and. 


1 as a Clergyman. 


His N. fe. ANN, 7 Mr. R/ 
| ef Barbadoes, 


died — the g iſt, 1782; Aged 76. 
She was @ pious and. venguolent, Chriſtian, 


1 beſt of Wives, and tie  kindeſt of Mather 5. 
D 2 Their 


PR, To 7 . 
—_ 
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028) , 
Their eldeſt Son, the Rev. Matthew 575 wy, 
D. 

, Fellow 478 John's Oxon: 1 
aving proved himſel/ oh y of fuck Parents, 

44 March the 9th, 17685 Aged 37. 


WILLIAM DISNEY, B. D. Redlor of 
|| r 
i} and his Siſter Ann; 
1 as a Teſtimony of filial Duty, 
2 and brother Affection, | 
have jointly eretted this Monument. 


" * 


Beſides the memorials of departed Great- 
neſs, already mentioned, are ſeveral others, 
which for ſake of brevity are here omitted; 
yet one more it is deemed requiſite to take 
notice of, on account of the charitable be- 

e of the Deceaſed, who endowed 
a School for inſtructing poor Children in 
reading, writing and arithmetic —— The 
memorial alluded to is on a flat plain ſtone 
near the Baptiſtry, with this ſhort inſcrip- 0 
tion in almoſt obliterated characters; 

VIZ. b 

ä Ale ander Dence, deceafed. . 7 
"Py the 22d. A. D. 1979. | 

Decorat:ons 
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Decorations SMW. 


HE decorations in the Church are e 
legant, and claim the attention of eve- 
* curious SpeClator. 


At 1 weſt end of the middle Aiſle, is 
a commodious Gallery; at the back part 
thereof is a fine piece of painting, which 
conſiſteth of two fluted Columns, with or- 
namental Capitals; around an eliptical 
Arch, is the repreſentation of a crimſon 
curtain, with drapery of ermine, and bor- 
dered with gold fringed lace; it is formed 
into ſix feſtoons, from each of Which is 
pendant a golden Cord with Taſſels, and 
finiſhed at the top with a Crown that reach- 
es to the ceiling: within the ſaid Arch is 1 
placed the King's Arms, moſt excellently | 
carved in wood, and ſplendidly gilt, with 

olden letters - underneath denoting it to- =_ 
ha be on — The Gift of Thomas Baſden, 1 
Apo- 
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Apothecary in London, 1756 
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on 
each ſide of the Arms, is a window paint- 


ed in form of thoſe round the Church, 


through which is repreſented : a Gone Ky 


in perſpetive.. 


From the centre of the ceiling of the mid- 
dle Aifle, deſcends (on a very curious. 
piece of Iron work decorated with gilt 
flowers) a large Chandelier with twenty 
four ſconces, and over the whole 1s paint- 
ed on the ceiling, a central roſe and pro; 


jecting Tulips. ai a 


Above an eliptical Arch, by which is an 
entrance to the Chance}, is a painting of 
the King's Arms in a large gilt frame, on 
each ide of which is a feſtoon Curtain. 

The ceiling of the Chancel Js cher tet 
in form of an arch, the ſides of which are 


painted with various cobours, the top 18 "wah 


dorned with four hollow pieces of carving 


gilt, and the border: -underneath contains 


the portraits of Cherubim, crowns and 
ſceptres. 


Over the communion table, the ceiling 


repreſents a view of opening clouds, and a 


radiated ſun with a triangle in its centre, 
| which 


* 
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which encloſes the word, UVA 


in Hebrew characters. 


The Windew at the caſt end, exhibits 


many elegant paintings of human figures, 


coats of arms, St. George and the dragon, 


&c. All around it is a finely painted cur- 
tain, and in the middle a blue and gilt 
frame including this Inſcription. 


Ide Ornamental 
Paintings round this 
Window were the 
Gift of the Rev. 
Mr. James Lauſon 
Vicar of 'Throwley 
IN KENT 
1758 


The Alter- piece ismoſt exquiſitely finiſh- 


ed, with carved wainſcot and flowery em. 


belliſnments that ſurpaſs deſcription. - In 


the front of it are written in golden letters 


the Lord's Prayer, the ten Commandments, 
and Apoſties Creed; over the middle part 


is a repreſentation of GLORY, contain- 


ing in its centre the Jewiſh Telragram- 
Maton. 


In the chancel hang many military En- 
ſigns, 


— 


EE | 4 

ſigns, and armorial furniture, ſuch as Hal- 
mets, Gauntlets,. Spurs, & c. formerhy be- 
longing to the Roberts at Glaſſenbur y. 


+ The Pavement at the Altar (to which is 
an eaſy aſcent of four ſtone Steps) is very 
handſome ;- it conſiſts of black and white 
Marble, chequer'd, and within the Com- 
munion-rails, in the centre, is a large 

circle, compoſed:of many. pieces of Mar- 
ble of various colours. 85 

; bt ee eee 7 


Over the Church-porch is a room ſtrong- 
ly ſecured with double .doors, and Iron 
bars at the windows. Neither hiſtory, nor 
tradition, give any information of the pur- 

poſe for which it was built, but the moſt 
probable conjcdture lis, that it was uſed as 
a place of confinement for Proteſtants in 
the pe rſecuting days of Queen Mary. 


* 


PP 


From the foregoing account of Cran- 
brook, it appears to have been a Town of 
ancient note and wealthy manufattory ; the 
loſs of the woollen trade to the Inhabitants 
might in ſome meaſure be compenſated, if 
the Hopiplanters in this and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, would agree to eſtabliſh 
a weekly market here for the ſale of Hops: 
and there is now abundant reaſon te adopt 

| this 
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this plan, becaule it is reported with ere- 
dibility, that a Combination is formed in 
London, between the Fattors and Buyers, 
to keep the price of Hops, low. 


The particular deſcription already given 


of che Church ( waick 1s a light, airy and 


elegant ſtructure ) and ſome of its Monus 


ments and Decorations, will convey to 
Strangers a faint Idea of its eminence, and 
may incite the curious Traveller to inlpe Q 


with attention this“ Houle of prayer, 


and Repoſnary of many Worthies. 
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